Leah Stauffer Kiesling
July 9, 1921 - January 23, 2021

Leah Kathryn Stauffer Kiesling of Ellwood City died in the Christian faith and in hope of the
resurrection to eternal life on the morning of Saturday, January 23, at the age of 99 years.
At the time of her death, she was convalescing at Seneca Place in Verona, PA. She was
the daughter of the late Howard L. Stauffer, Sr and Katherine E. (Buehler) Stauffer and
was born July 9, 1921, in Harmony, Pa.
Leah is survived by her two sons; Terry G. Kiesling (Karen) of Scottsdale, AZ, and Dennis
D. Kiesling (Margaret) of Cranston, RI, and one daughter; Kimberly K. Shaffer (Wayne) of
Fallston, MD; her grandchildren; Rachael Kiesling Moore of Greensburg, PA, Philip
Kiesling of Cranston RI, Renee Kiesling of El Mirage, AZ, Jennifer Kiesling of Scottsdale,
AZ, and Matthew Shaffer of Fallston, MD, her great-grandchildren; Victoria Kiesling of
Monroeville, PA, Maeve Moore of Greensburg, PA. She is also survived by many nieces
and nephews.
To put her life into perspective, when she was born, the American Civil War was of more
recent memory than World War II is today. She was a 1939 graduate of Lincoln High
School. She was employed by J. C. Penney Co at the time of her marriage to George
Edward Kiesling, on September 5, 1941. Leah was employed by the Ellwood City Federal
Savings and Loan Association for thirty years, known to residents today as WesBanco
Bank.
Leah enjoyed travelling, and her long life afforded her many opportunities to pursue this
interest. In addition to weekend excursions to attractions like Niagara Falls and the Amish
Country, she embarked on longer trips to destinations like Jamaica, Scandinavia, and
Russia. Other pleasures included gardening, reading, antiquing, and visiting family and
friends. Her love of adventure and disarming personality always made her a welcome
guest and gracious host.
Faith in Christ crucified and risen was central to the story of Leah's life.
This is the faith that she embodied in her daily interactions and relationships and this is
the faith that will give birth to sight in the kingdom for which she prayed. Leah was a

lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ellwood City. Throughout the stages of life,
she was an active member of various women's groups and circles.
Leah will be remembered as a devoted wife and loving and beloved mother, mother-inlaw, grandmother, and great-grandmother. She will be greatly missed as will her kindness,
generosity, and patient caring.
Leah was preceded in death by her husband of 37 years, George Kiesling; a brother,
Howard L. Stauffer, Jr.; and a sister H. Lucille Scheidemantel.
The family wishes to express their thanks and appreciation for the care
provided Leah by Kathy Tillia, an employee of Home Instead, and to
the health professionals at Seneca Place.
Her viewing and Graveside Committal Service will be private to her family only.
Interment will be in English Lutheran Church Cemetery in Zelienople, PA.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Leah's Memorial Service will be celebrated at a later date.
Memorial contributions may be made, in Leah's name, to Trinity Lutheran Church
Memorial Fund, 207 Spring Avenue, Ellwood City, PA 16117, the Ellwood City Public
Library, or to a charity of the donor's choice.
Arrangements are under the direction of the TURNER FUNERAL HOME located at 6th
and Park in Ellwood City.

Cemetery
English Lutheran Church Cemetery
Zelieonople, PA,

Comments

“

Leah was a warm and caring person and it was very pleasant to be in her company.
She was very welcoming to me when I visited her in Ellwood City and I had a chance
to see her again when she visited her son, Terry in Scottsdale. She had a happy
disposition and a ready laugh. What a long and loving life she had! Charlotte Tritt
Yates

Charlotte Tritt Yates - February 06, 2021 at 08:38 PM

“

Remembering so many happy memories of the two us from early years and
throughout our lives. We had everyone envying our weekend getaways. You have
been my best friend and sister in law and I love you, still. I miss you, Ruth.

Ruth Mancini - February 05, 2021 at 03:06 PM

“

So many memories, a friend, second mom, and the only Aunt I ever had. I miss the
sound of your voice, always in my heart. Maribeth

Maribeth Herrig - February 05, 2021 at 02:53 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. Our Grandmother, Elizabeth was a
Kiesling and our Dad, Dale Cunningham was Leah's 'cousin'. I know that Dad had
many great memories of Leah. He passed away in the spring of 2019. My name is
Amy Dicks and, on a more personal note, when I was starting out I worked with Leah
at Ellwood Federal Savings Bank. I remember her smile and laugh and visited her
office often to visit, she was a joy to be around.

Our Deepest Sympathies - The Dale Cunningham Family.
Linda Barletto, Debbie Valvano, Mark Cunningham, Amy Dicks and Connie
Moorhouse.
Amy Dicks - January 29, 2021 at 01:05 PM

“

To The Kiesling family and Kim Kiesling Shaffer and family.
You all have my deepest sympathy. Your Mother, Grand- mother was a beautiful
christian
friend. So happy and blessed to have known and cared for her in her home the last
few years. Gonna miss her very much. hugs and prayers.
Kathy Tillia

kathy Tillia - January 27, 2021 at 01:53 PM

“

The Keisling family has my deepest sympathy. Your mother was a beautiful person
with a friendly, sweet smile. So very sorry for your loss.
Norma Nagel Koach

Norma Nagel Koach - January 27, 2021 at 11:33 AM

“

My deepest sympathy and prayers to the entire family and especially Kim who I use
to work with at the Johns Hopkins Hospital! I’ve heard her speak often of her mother
and the love that they shared. May God put his arms around you all and you feel his
love!

Ron Wardrope - January 27, 2021 at 10:24 AM

