Helen M. Nicely
June 18, 1924 - September 28, 2020

Helen M. Nicely, 96, of Wampum, passed away on September 28, 2020 at Beaver Health
and Rehabilitation, in Aliquippa. She was the daughter of the late Edward G. and Martha
(Ritter) McBride. She was born June 18, 1924, in Ellwood City
She is survived by her sister in-law Barbara McBride (Husband James McBride) and
loving nieces Helen Weight (McBride) (named in her honor) and Georgia Wilder
(McBride), nephew Eddie McBride, her great and great-great nieces and nephews and her
close and longtime friends; Bob and Beverly Hairhoger of Wampum and Robert and
Dorothy Miller, of Wampum
Helen was 1942 graduate of Lincoln High school and a longtime and faithful member of
Wampum Presbyterian Church. She was also a 50 plus, year member of the Eastern
Stars. Helen loved all animals, especially all her cats.
She was preceded in death by her husband, John “Jack” Nicely and her two brothers;
James R. and Charles McBride.
Friends will be received from 12:00-1:00pm, on Saturday October 3, 2020 with Funeral
Services following at 1:00pm at Turner Funeral Home, Ellwood City, with Rev Elizabeth
Wallace, officiating.
Interment will be in Sylvania Hills Memorial Park, located in Rochester, PA
Arrangements entrusted to THE TURNER FUNERAL HOME located at 6th and Park in
Ellwood City.
her sister in-law Barbara McBride (Husband James McBride) and loving nieces Helen
Weight (McBride) (named in her honour) and Georgia Wilder (McBride) and a nephew
Eddie McBride. As well as all her great and great great, nephew and nieces.
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Comments

“

Aunt Helen (nee McBride), my father's older sister, was a larger-than-life presence in
my childhood, as she was for my brother Eddie, my sister "little" Helen, and our
mother, Barbara McBride, her sister-in-law of over 60 years. She has become a
legend to our children, her great nieces and nephews: Naomi Wilder, Gaven Wilder,
Joel McBride, Alison McBride, Essie Weigt, Ella Weigt and great-grand niece
Brooklyn. She was tragically pre-deceased in February 2020 by her great niece
Megan McBride. We will remember Aunt Helen for her sharp wit and intelligence, her
determination, her courage and sense of adventure, her love of life, her unwavering
faith, and her magnificent ferocity and determination.
Aunt Helen embodied 20th century America. She started school at the onset of the
Great Depression. She was the first person in my father's family to earn a high
school diploma, graduating during WWII and immediately working as a secretary with
expert typing and shorthand skills. She was upheld as a role model in our family for
earning a living as a girl of 18. She was an avid reader and particularly enjoyed
Agatha Christie's Hercule Poirot. Her husband, John H. Nicely, to us "Uncle Jack"
was her lifelong soulmate. She worked on the home front while my father and her
husband were sent to the Western Front--Uncle Jack having the treacherous position
of tail gunner on a B-17. While the war raged, her younger brother Charles, "Chucky"
died of leukemia at age 11. Despite the many tragedies of war era, Aunt Helen had a
pioneering spirit. After the war, she and the remaining family moved to Wisconsin,
back to Pennsylvania, and later to Arizona. She and Uncle Jack bought a
motorhome, visiting relatives from Bakersfield and San Francisco, to small town
Ontario.
They would come up to Canada two or three times a year, bringing their pampered
cats in their motorhome, along with generous gifts at Christmas. My mother stood
aside as Aunt Helen took over the kitchen, roasting turkey and opening the
delicacies they brought from the States: miniature onions, gherkins, and cranberry
sauce. In the summer, there were nighttime fishing expeditions, and my mother and
Aunt Helen would stay up late filleting perch and bluegills. My father taught Aunt
Helen to play the harmonica and melodica, and times we were together were filled
with music, singing, and laughter.
Aunt Helen truly lived life on her own terms: she believed that women should wear
dresses, and in the '70s she looked at women in pantsuits with raised eyebrows.
When I visited her in Arizona in the 1980s, as a teenager, she took me shopping for
cruelty-free cosmetics (and dresses) and gave me pamphlets from PETA. She
became an advocate for animal rights, and contributed to anti-fur and anti-vivisection
campaigns. Never a wilting lily, she bought a gun and took up shooting lessons when
Uncle Jack died, and I believe she would not have cowered in using it on an intruder.
She discovered (like my father and grandfather) that she was a sharpshooter and
she joined the NRA. She was, however, a person of great compassion. From the
time she was a child, she doted on her many feline companions, and has always
given the best home to many rescue cats for nearly a century.
We are grateful to her caregiver, Dorothy Miller, and to her friends and members of
her church who have been there to support her in the final years of her life.

Georgia Wilder - October 02 at 11:40 AM

“

A beautiful tribute Georgia. I don't know if you remember me, but I grew up next to Aunt
Helen and Uncle Jack (yes, we called them that also). I visited you and your family in
Canada with them in the motor home one year. Carol (McGaffick) Zimny
Carol Zimny - October 05 at 10:08 AM

“

Carol!! I remember you so well!! Your father was a baker, and one year for my birthday
Aunt Helen and Uncle Jack brought me the most beautiful birthday cake that he had made
with a Barbie doll at the centre and the whole cake as her ball gown. You even came up to
Westport once but got homesick! And we would talk together all day when we went to vist
them in Penna. You were the one who brought the most prized kitty "King" to her when he
was a kitten stuck in a tree! Hope I'm remembering right! I think I was about 6 or 8! I'm on
FB if you want to PM me. Take good care!
Georgia - October 18 at 01:30 PM

